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memy, driving him back
hll..{: ﬂ-.rv[-r:i shinrp eneounlors oceurred it this peant
Fhe most fmportant wis ot tho 25th when the enviny
want'ted Ceneral Mel'hersou st Dallus, but recelved @
o und bloody repulee
‘:;?.bihg fm of Jllill 'i \nston abandoned him entrench-
#d position st New Hope ehurch and reireated w the
strong positions of Kensaw, Pioe, and Lost mountains,
He was foreed to yield ihe two laat named piaces and
sonceplrute his aruy on Koneaaw, where, on the 27th,
Generals Thomsa aid Melberon made a delermioed
put unsnooessal aesaalt, Ou the night of the 2d of Jaly
Shorman com od movitig Lis army by the right Raok,
g of the Sd found that the enemy, in
pomseq L0 movement, had abandoned Ketiveaw
and retreates] a:goes the Chattabouvchic

Oeneral Eherman remsined on the Chattahoochie Lo
give lunoen rest alid gl up siores antdl the £5th of July,
when he resumed his opuintions, erosscd the Cha fo-
pocalile, deetroyed o large porilon of th road to Au.
gusia, uud drove the ecuetay back to A n At tud
place Gunoral Hood suceeedod Geveral Jotinsion in coi-
mand of the rebel nrmy W assom g the oflensive
delvnsive polley, made 1 sovere sitacks upon sher.
wnn in the vicinly of 4 mowt desperate an
determined of whinh wa d of July.  About
1p m. of this day the bave, acoon
beartod MeDherson was killed, Ge
od him, and cominatuded the a
through this desperate batile,
weded by Major Ge al How
nine anceess and
the comma 1 1k,

In all th the encty wan reprlsed with great
Jose. PFinding 1t linposaib.o to entirely invest Lhe place
Generai Bhernna, after securlog bis line of eomumboa-
tions neross the Chattahooehde, moved his mnain force
round by the enemges left flank opon the Montgomery
and Macon roads, o draw the encimy trom his fortili
etiong.  1n 1his he seeceeded, and, after defeating the
enemy near Rough and Heady, Jonesboro', nnd Laove

3y*e, foreing blin to retreat 10 the ko L, oti the 2d of
Beptember occupled Atluuta, the objective point of Lis

d, and nob e
al Loy sacecod.
¢ "Tenneasey
hie Was stpr-

terized bim in

divi

Abous the tlme of this move the rebel eavalry, under
Whoeler, attetpled to cul hin communlentivis in the
rear, but was repulscd at Dalton and driven luto Fuast
Tepnessee, wWhenos it procesded west 10 MeMinnvidle,
Murfreeshoro’, and Frauklio, and was floally drven
south of the Teanessee. The dumage done by this raid
was repaired in n fow dnys,

During the partid Investment of Atlsnta, Geners
Rousseau jo ned Goneryd sherwan with a force of eaval-
ry from Lheosiii ving e gecessiul rud npon
the Atlantn and Montgoumery A, and its Lrapeues
pear Upelika, Cavary raids wore also made by UGens
erale \ilcl'w}k, Garrard aud stopeman 1o cut dhe remgpin.
ing rabirond communication with Atlanta  The frst
two were suocessful —the latter disastrous.

Gewnrnl Shoerman's movement frome Chattanoo:a to
Atlanta wia prompt, shidul aud t at, ‘The bistory
of his flank movemonts aud battles g thnt menios
rable compalgn will ever X rend with an lpterest un
lﬂr}w.l-- d uy anytidog in history

He awn repart, and those of his sobordinate ecom-
manders sccompanylug 8, gove thoe deinils of that mest
successiul campaign,

H- was dependent for the sapply of bis anuics upen o
singletrack rallroad from Nushville to the polot whero
be was operating. Tols passed the eulire distinee
through o bostile couniry, and every toat of It had to be
protected by troaps. The eavalry forch of the enomy
ander Forrost, in northern Mossies ppl, was evidentiy
waliing for Sheran W advance far enough o the
wountalus of Georgs 1o wake u retreal disastious,
o get npon his Noe and  desiroy it beyond
the poss bty of further use. To guard ngainst this
danger, Sherman | at he supposed 1o be s sufliclent
force tu uperste aganst Forrest In Weat Tenocssoe,
He dirocied Genersl Washborn, who cominanded there,
to send Brigadler Genersl 8. D, Sturgin o commacd of
this forcg to attack Lm.  On the morning of the 10th of
June, Geoernl :-'t.a‘—;_-‘.c met the e emy near Guniown,
M sadsaipyl, was bidly beaten and driven back in utter
route and coufus on 1o Memilis, 3 distaies of about one
handred miles, kotly pursoed by the enomy, By this,
fiowever, the enemy was defenied 1o his designs upon
Sherman's Hne of ‘sommurieations,  The peislsiency
with which he followed up this success exhinusted bim,
sud made 8 season for rest and repaire necessary, In
the mesu tioe, Muler Genernl A J, Emith, with the
troope of the srmy of the Tenpeases thut had beeo, sent
by (renera] Bhermian 1o Gepera)l Banks, arrived ot Mem.

hie on ther retnrn from Red river, whera they hod

o et exeelient sorviee,  He was directed by Gen
aral Bhermoan 1o tromediately take the offecsive ngalist
Forcest. Tnis he did with the prowpticss and otfect
which has chinractorized bis whoie militarf@arecr, On
e 1dth of July he met the enemy ot Tupelo, M ssis
dppl, and whipped bim badly, The fighting eontinued
hrough threcdays.  Our lose was small compared with
shat of the vuemy, Having aceomspished the oljeet of
als expedition, Genersl Bmith returnod 10 Memphis,

Ihiring the mosths of March and April, this same
foree upder Forrest anpoyed us considerably, Oun the
it of March it eapturéd Uiion City, Keutucky, and
da garrison, and ou the #ih atacked Paducoh, som-
manded iy Colonel 5, Gh Hicka, duth 1l s voluteers
Colone. 1, baviog but o small loree, witlidnw 1o the
foris Lear the Fiver, from wiere Le repulsed the enemy
aod drove hlm from the place

Um the 15to of April, psrt of this force, under the
eobed Geoernd Buford, summoned the gurrson of Co
inm e, K«..lu--kf'. 1o surrender, but pecelved for
roply trom Colonel Lawrcnes, 24th New Jersey volon-
toers, that, boiug placed there by his government with
adwquate foree 1o hod his post wnd repel ull enemivs
frowm It surrendor was out of the que "

€ the morning of the s day
Fort Plilow, Tennvssve, gurrisansd by a de
iy cavairy, sid the reginent ama col-

spe, eotntcanded by Liooth.  The garrison
fonght bravely untll about & clock in the afernoun,
when the enemy earried the works by sseault; snd,
after our oen threw down th arms, proceeded 1o an
Inhunan wid merelless mnssacre of the garrison

On the 4th, General Buford, baving falled at
Colmmnbue, sppesred bofore Paduveab, but was again
driven off

Gmerrilms and raiders, soeningly emboldened by For-
reit's operations, were aléo very netive in Kontocky,
The most noted of these was Morgan, Witk s foree of
from twe 1o three thoneund enveiry he entored the
Biate throsgh Pound Gap fu the Intter pact of May, Un
the 11th of Juane Y seked captured Cynthiana,
with [te entire garricon, ] ho was overtakon
oy theneral Burbrid and mpletely routed with
heavy 1osa, und waz fdually aroven out of the State, This
aotorious guerrllin w
Lear Groooy
and aispe

I the sbeence of ofileinl
wwnt of the Red river exped xoept #o far na ro-
tus 10 the movemente of the troops sent by Gineral
shermag under A, J. Smith, 1 am usable to give the
diste of its starting. The troops under General Bmith,
somyrising two divisions of the 16th and
o the 1T arty ourps, Jefl Vicksburg on the 10th of
MNureh aud resched the £1inl ut v Ied river
wne day eariier han  that  sppointe
Bauks. The robel forees ot Fort Db Russey,
thinklog to defent Lim, left the fort on Al
Mith to wive him batthe in the open field; Lat,
while ocoupying the eomy with ekirmisLing und dem:
oustrations, Smith pushed forward to Furt Do Ruseey
which bud been efi with u wenk garrison, nud cnptur .
&t with its garrison—about 350 men, 11 pieces of wrtillery;
and msry small arss,  Our loss was but alight.  On the
pith die pushed forwnrd to Alexandria, which place e
renched ou thie 158h.  Ou the 21t he had an engagement
with the enemy st Henderson, HiL, in whick he defeated
bim, capturing 210 prisoncrs and 4 pleces of arilllery.

O bie 28tk he aguln atiacked and defonted the snemy
the rebel General Toylor st Cnne river, By the
o8 eneral Banks hud sssombled his whole sriny ot
Alexandris and pushed forwurd 1o Urand Ecore, Un
the morndng of Aprill € he moved from Girand Keoro.
O the sfternnon of the Tth his advance ongaged the
eneiny pear Pioasant Hill and drove him from the reld
On the same afternoon the enomy mado 8 stand elght
miles beyond Pleasant FLIL but wis ngain compelie
meirest, On the Stk st Sabine Crossroads aud Peach
Hil, the enemy sttacked and defeated his ndvauce, cap-
twring nipetin pieces of artillery and so mmense
wnount of transportation and stores. During the ulght
Geveral Banks tell back to Plensant Hill whero auo
battle wus fought ou the Uth, and Lhe enemy re-
pulsed with great lose.  During the ulght Gener.
o HBanks contipued bis e movement 1o
Grand Ecope, nad thence to Alexandrin, whick be
Peacked o:oén-ﬂh.bol April. Here n werious difficulty
wros: in getting Admizal Porter's fleet, which sccom-

nied the expedition, over tho raplds, the water having

n 40 much aince they passed u]; a8 0 prevest their
relury, At the sugpestion of Coloel (vow Brigad er
Groeral) Bafley, anu under his supe idenco, winz-
dums wore constructed, by which the chanuel was con-
:-‘*'ﬂ:l"lmlhulbn fleet yassod dowu the rapids In
wly.

The army evacuated Alexindria on the 1ith of May,
Mier condderatle skirminbing with the enety"s advance,
and resclied Mor, wnd Holat Coupsio pear the end of
b rmonth, The termiuation of this sxpedition
And the latenessof the penson, rendered (m ble the

nekicn
:mq out of my plab of & movement i Em sufficiont
On the

g:d urtlu!“liull'.h-. 1 Littio
oh Mujor Usnernl Bteele loft LAty
floek with the Ttk Inr-{‘.uvrpl 0 rwto with
Baoke's expedition on Hed river, roacied Arkadel
on the 25th. Omthe J6b of Apri, after driving
u.mg‘.bﬂm him, he was joined nesr Eikin's 4
i Wunhi munlry‘ by General Thayer, who Lind march-
o from Fort Bmith, “After severs] severe nkirmisbies, in
#hich the ruery was defeated, Genernl Bteele reschied
“amden, which e cecnpied stout the middio of April.
Oy lenmln.E the defeat ond consequeit rotreat of
weneral Baoks on Red Kiver, snd the losa of one of
tlls 0w trains st Mark's mill, in Dallas eouity, Genersl
Foels doteein nod to full baok to the Arknoens fver, He
#ft Casaden on the 26th of Apell, and resched Littio
I!oc'h ot tho 24 of May, On the 30th of April the enciny
Silacked Lim while o Baline river st Jonkins's
ferry, but was repulesd with eonsiderablo loss  Our boss
#um sbout 600 In killed wounded nod prisotems.

Gengoral Canby, who had been assigued to the
snmand of the tary divilon of west Misslseip.
" was therefore dircoted to send the 19th army corps
:' tho armies operatiog sewinet Hichmond, and 1o

Wit the loder of hin A to much operaticous
“ wiight Lo necossary Lo Lold the positions linen of
mrmusieations be theb oroupled,

Bafore slarting Geoeral A. J. Bwith's troops back 1o

ment of

-t

ut the commence-

4 by Goeneral

+ Geueral Qanby sent » part of 1t 10 dlsjerse &)

1o New Hope chureh, neas |

,with the |

& detschmente

foren of the enemy that was colleeting near thoe Missie-
sipp! river.  General Bmith met and defested thin fores
near Lake Ohleot on the 6th of June, Our loss wia
sbout 40 killed and 0 wounded,

In tie lotter part of Juis Goeral Cardy sent Major
| Geaeral Gordon Granger, with such forees #8 hn could
eolleet, to en-operute with Admiral Farpaggut agsust
| the dufences of Mobile bay. On the Bth of Aoguei Fort
Gaines surrendervd to the combined vaval and knd
forees. Furt Powell was blown up and abanduned.

O the Gth Fort Morgen was invested, and sftera
severe bowbardinent surrendered on the 23d.  The
total eaplurie wnounted to 1,404 prisoners, wnd 104
| pleces of artilivry,
|7 About the lastof Angust, it bedng reportad that the
| etel Genearad Yrice, with a foree oi abolit 10,000 mop,
| bl reached Jucksonpost, on bis way to invidle Miseour!,
| Goneral A, J, Swith's command, then en route from
[ Memphils to Jo o Sherman, was ordered to Misourd. A

cavnlry forcewas aleo, atthe same time, sent from Mem-
phis, W ger commans of Colonel Winslow This mude
Goneral Haserrans's fovess suporlor to thoee of Price,
wid to Joubs was entertained ho would bw abile to ehieek

1l back, while the forces under Gen-

Priow und drive
etal Steelo, in Arkiusas, wou'd eut off his retreat. On
the 2th Septemlor Price attacked Pilot Enob

1 forced the garrison to retreat, and thence moved
)40 thee M weoutl Fiver, snd continaed up that river
ris Rausas, Genernl Cartls, commanding the de-
aent of Ka sak, imediately collyeted sueh forcos
| s e eoudd 1o repel the lnvasion of Kaneas, while Goen-
Lerl Rospornos's cavaley ws operating in bis rear.
The enetoy was brought to baitle ou the Big Blae and
| defirted, with the loss of nearly all his ariillery aid
trains aodd w large number of priconers, He mado a
| prectpy tate retreat to northern Arkansas, The fmpuaity
with which I'rice was enabled to roam over the State of
Miseonrs for & long time, ard the imaicutable mirehief
dotie by hit, shows fo how Ikile purpose 8 superor
;‘-Ir miay be ueed, There 's uo reason why General
b

Iin

ran= sbould vot have cotecntrated his forces und
b i oand driven Price before the intter reached Pilot

Septeinier M the enemy's eava'ry, under Forrest,
oroseed noar Waterloo, Alnbama, and on the 234 attack.
od the garrson at Athens, consketing of six hundred
e, which eapitelated on the 24th. Soon after the
surrendor two regiments of re-enforeements arrived, and
niter u sovere gt were compelled o surrender, For-
reat destrordad he railrond wostwurd, captured the gar-
rieon ot Bulpbur Branch trestle, skirmished with the
gurrison ot Pulaskl oo the Z7th, aud on the same day
cut the Nusbville nud Chnitancogs ralkroad near Toila
homm avd Deanard.  On the wiorning of the 30th one
eoliirn of Forreat's eommand, under Buford, sppenred
before Har teviile, vl sumeoned the surrender of the
gurieon. Woeeolving an answer 10 the negative, lie re-
walued 1o the vielubiy of the place until next worulng,
when he sea'n summoned s surrender, and roeeived
the sane poply we on the ulebt before, H’: withdrew fa
the direction o Athens, which place had been regar
risoted, nod sitacked iton the sfiernoon of the sl of
Oetobor, but without success. On the morniug of the
24 hie repewed his nttaek, bul wis bandsomely repulsod,

Avother column under Forrest appeared before Co-
lurabin oo the morning of the 1st, but did not make an
attack. O the morsing of the 83 he removed towards
Mounut FPlearant,  While these operntioos wers gotug on
every exeition was made by General Thomnas to destroy
Uie Torees under Forrest before he eould recros the
Tennveses, but was unable to prevent bls escape to
Carinth, M isstssippl,

Lo Bepten bor an expedition under General Burbridge
wis setit 1o destroy the sait-works at Saltvilie, Vigginda,
He met th enemy on the 24 of Octoben, about three
miles and u half from Saltville, and drove him into his
strongly intresched position around the salt-warks, from
whieh e wos anable to dislodee him.  During the night
he withdrew his eommand snd returued 10 Kentueky.

Geoerl Sherroan, nmediately after the full of Addan
ta, put his armlos tn eamp o and about the place, and
made all preparationn for refitting and supplying them
fir future service* The great ‘engih of road from At-
nita to Cumberland river, however, whick bad 1o be
grarded, wllowed the troops but litle rest

During thie time Jetterson Davis made a rpeech in

the south, and soon beorune known to the whols coun-
try, disclosing the plans of the enemy, thus ensbling
Generi! Btwrnan 1o fully meet thetn,  He exhibited the
weikness of sopposing that an army that had been
| benton and fewrfully dee'mated in s vain sttempt at the
defnsive could suceossfully undertake the offenaive
aglnwt the army that had so often defeated it

In execution of thim plan, Hood, with his array, was
soon reported to the sonthwest of Atlanta, Moving far
to mhierminn’s pight, he sueceeded in reseling the rail
rond about Big shanty, and moved north on it

CGieneral Shertnan leaving a force o hold Atlanta, with
the pemnatoder of his army fe'l upon hom and drove him
 Giad=ton, Alnbamn, See'ng I}Tu- cOnsIANL ANLOYANCH
ho would Linve with the roade W his rear if we attempted
to bold Atianta, General Bhorman proposed the nbuns.on-
ment and destraction of that place, with all the railrosds
leading 10 ¢, aud telegraphed me ax follows

CUENTREVILLE, G, October 10—-noon,

“ Diespteh about Wilson just roceived,  Hood lx now
erowsliz Uhosa river, 12 miles below lotwe, bound weet,
If bie passes over the Moblle and Ohio road, Lad 1 veot
botter vxecute the pian of my letter sent by Colonel Por.
ter, nud jeave Gepworal Thomas, with the troops now ln
Teniesson, to defend the Btate T He will have an sople
force when the rednforsements ordered resch Nnh\lf?..

“W. T. SHERMAN, Maj-Goneral,

“ Lient.«Gen, Grasr.”

For a full nnderstanding of the plan referred to ‘n
thls despateh, | quote from the letter sent by Colona
Porter : * 1 will thercfore 1!\» my oplnon, that ur
arruy and Canby's shou'd be repaforced 1o the mazi-
mum 5 that, slter yon get Wilmington, you strike for
Havannah aod the rver; that Canby be lnstrusted
to hold the Misskeslppd fver, and send a force to get
Columbus, Georgls, ¢ither by the way of the Alabasna
or the Appalaciioola, and s 1 keep Hood employed
and put my army in flud order for s march on Augesia,
Calumbly, and Charleston, to be ready as soou as
Wiliulngton is sealed as to commercy, and the city of
Bavannan is b our possesslan.”  This was in reply ton
letter of mineg of date Beptember 12, In anawer to & des-
paich of hls eontudolng subetantially the mme proposl.
tton, and in which 1 informed him of a [-ropa-J fave-
ment agalost Wilmingtun, and of the mtustion fu Virgl

da, &,
“ Oy Porsr, Va, October 17, 1664—11 4. &,

“ Your despatoh of Getober 10 received,  Dove It not
look an if 1loud was going to sttempt the Invasion of
Middle Teonuessoe, using the Molile and Oble and
Memjhis and Charlustii roads to supply his base on
the Teunessee river, about Florenee or Decatar 7 11 be
dora this he otght to be met and provented from getting
north of the Teanessee niver,  1f you were 1o cut loose,
I do not beleve you would meet Hood's simy, but
would e bushiwhacked by all the old men, Htthe Lnyn,
ard woh raldrond conede s are sthl left at home.  Hood
would protably etrike for Nushyille, thinking thut by
golvg morth be eould inflict grester demage opon us
than we eou'd upon the relols by golug south. [ there
o any wuy of geitiog st Hood's nriny 1 would profer
that | but [ mnst trust 1o your own judgment,  1dnd |
shindl not be abie to send & foree from here toset with
vou un Bavannah,  Your movements, therefore, will be
ludependapt of mine; at least nutll the fall of Rieh-
icond takes plwee. 1 win afrald Thomas, with such
Hee of rosd ne be has o protect, could not prevent
Hood from golng north,  With Wilsot tur looss,
with 0l your eavalry, you will fiud the rebels put much
wmore on the defensive than herotofore.

WU S GRANT, Lieot,-Geners!,

“Mu)-Gen W. T, ERERNAR"

v KixaatoN, Oa., October 11-11 a. u,

“ Hood moved hin ariny from Palmetto Station soroms
by Dallne and Cedsrtown, snd 1s uwow on the C
river, south of Kome. Ho threw one mrr- gn my rosd
at Arworth, and 1 wus foreed to follow, 1 hoki Atlanta
with the 200l corps, nud have strong detachments slong
This reduces my active fores Lo b eom parative
Jysmull erny. We eannot remain bero oo the defen-
give.  With the 2,000 men, abd the bold eavalry be haa,
he can constantly broak my roads T wonld Infinitely

fer 1o make & wreck of the road, and of the country
worn Chattanoogs 16 Atlanta, includ'ng the latter city—
sand baek ol iy wounded nnd worthless, sud, with ay
| effective artny, move theough Georgla, smasbing things,
1o the sea. Hood may turn into Tennessee and Ken-
turky, but I believe he will bo forced to follow e,
| Instend of my being on the defennive, 1 would be on the
allenaive ; instead of puecssing at what he means to do,
he would have to guess ut my plans, The dillerence in
war Is full twenty-fve per eont, I ean make Savanush,
Churleston, or the wouth of the Chattaheochle

*-An:irr yuick, s 1 know we will pot have the
tele leng,

e “W, T. BHEEMAN, Major-General

o Liout -fien, Guast.”

Wty Posr, Vi, October 11, 16641130 7. .

“ Your dospateh of to-duy reoelved, 1 you mm satis-
mlh trip to the sescoust can be made, hold the
e of the Tennemee river firmly, yoo may make W,
destroying all the rallroad sou

g ko of Dalton or Chat.
LUNOOga, {
- “11. 5. GRANT, Livul.-General,
“ Major-Gen. W. T, Buznaan”
It was the original design to bold Atlauta, and by
getting through 10 the cosst, with n garrison left on the
southern rallroads leading east aud west throwrh Geor-
g%, 10 effoctually sever tho east from thie weat. In other
e e e o Ralaing. possmviion o the
n cut once our ning
li:f_-d-nl ll:rh'Ju:".:‘. General ih-rm'; plan virtaally
M In
.ﬂ I 'H!ﬁ'm - ‘Tlomehhp&m
roposed movemnen » wrmy
ﬁﬁ?ﬁnﬁﬂmnﬁaﬁwunk l?%:dns Bea&mln satleticd
t 1 o ward from n BCross
'sha;d mountain Gmmnm sent the 4th oorps,
M General kanle:r commanding, and the 2 oorm
l:i“rwr Geporal Behofleid commanding, back to Chat
nooga 1o repart to Iq}lur Genernl Thorans, ut Neabviile
B Yoo hud placed 1n command of all the troope of
1« military division, save the four army corpsand ca
diviston he desigped W move with through Georgin
/ith the troops thus left st his dieposal, thero was
liitle doubt that General Thomas could hold the line of
the Tenneesee, or in the event Hood should force it,
would be able to concentrate and beat him in battle.

t wi fore resdily ted to that Bherwan
should start for the

an COBAL.

Having conoentrated his troops st Atlanta by the 14th
of November, he commenced mareh, t n!
hoth Augusta and Macon. His comi -outﬂa‘lm eaul
not be dedinitely fixed. Having o g submist-
ence as he nuirehed through the country, it was not bm-
bie that & force inferior 1o his own might compel

i to head for such pulnt sabe could M& of
wuch s homight prefer. The blindness of the ene

my line,

Macou, Gieorgia, which was reported In the papers of

valry | likely

sn offansive eampaign, left the whole eountry open, and |10 make all for the departurs of Major! eommand, and od under the ord m‘-f

Eherman's route 1o El- awn eholee, i General Weitzel, who had been wmm:ﬂ‘ eral Bherman. #ﬂlﬂm Mm E:i?m:"

How that enmpaign was condueted, how little oppost- (the land furees, 8o thet the navy nm not be detained him:

tlon was met with, the sondition of the country through |one moment % Crey Poawr, Va., Jan. 31, 1588
“COungnar: * * 0 ° Your movements s

whieh the nruiles jrused, the eapture of Fort MeAllls
ter, on the Savannal river, and the oceupation of Ba
vatnah on the 21t of Detember, are all elearly set forih
in Genersl Sherman's admirsble roport,

Foan after General Sherinan commenced his march
frum Atlauts, two expedit ons, ous from Batan Rouge,
Loulsiang, uud one from Viekaburg, Mississippl, wore
started by Genernl Uanby to cut the enemy's lue of
communieation with Mobile and retain troops in that
tleld, Genernl Foster, commanding department of the

stray the ralroud botween Charlesion and Savanunh.
The expedition from Vieksburg, under command ol
Provet Brigadier Genersl E. D. Osbond, (colonel
21 United Btates eolored eavalry,) capturod oun the
2ith of November, and destrayed the Misslselppl
Central raiiroad bridge and trestlework over Bl
Black river, near Canton, thirty miles of the roa
and two locomotives, Desides  large smounts of
storna, The expedition from Baton Rouge was without
favurable resulte. The exped ton from the Departiment
of the south, under the iminediate command of Hrijod or
Genera! Jobn P, Hatel, conslsting of about five thou-
sand men of ad ars, teeludlog s brigade from the
vy, procosded up Broad river and debarked at Hoyd's
Neck an the 20th of November, from where It moved {0
sirike the raifroad st Grahamwsville, At Honey HUL
niout three miles from Grahamaville, the ensny wis
found and attacked in n strongly for.fled position, which
rosulted, sfier severe fighting, fn our repulse, with a loss
of ¢ T killed, wounded, and missing. During the
night Gieveral Hateh withdrew, On the 6th of Decom-
ber Gleneral Fosder obtalned n postion eovering Lhe
Croarleston and Ravaonah rail ¢+ botwecn the Coosa-
hatehie and Talifinny rivers,

Hond, instead of following Hherman, continusd his
move northward, which seemed to me to be leading to
his certain doow, At all events, had I had the power to
comtomnd both armies, 1 should pot have changed tho
orders under whick he seemed to be acting.  On the 20th
of October the advanes of Hood's army attacked the gar-
rison at Decatur, Alabama, birt filing to carry the place,
withdrew towards Conrtland, nnd succecded, In the fiee
of our eavalry, In effecting a lodiment on the vorth
side of the Tetinessoe river, near Florence, On the Z8th
Forrest resched the Tennessce, at Fort Hinman, and
eaptured a t and threo transporte.  On the 24 of
Novembor he planted batteries above and below John-
sonville, on the opposite slde of the river, isolabing three
guubonts and elght transporte.  Ou the 4th the enewy
opened his butterien upon the place, ard was replied to
from the gunboats and tho garrison. The gunboats be-
voming disabied were set on fire, as also were the trans.
ports, to prevent thelr fallieg into the hands of the sne-
my, Aboot a million snd s half dollars’ worih of stoies
aud 'pmgerly on the levee and in storohouses was eon.
sumned by tire.  Omn the bth the enemy disappeared and
rroseed to the north sde of the Tentessec river, above
Jahnsonville, moving wowards Cl fion, snd subseguently
Jouud dood, On the night of the th General Sehofield,
with the advanee of the 234 corpe, reached John-onville,
but finding the enemy gone, was ordered to Pulaski,
and put in command of all the troopa thers, with lo.
strociions 1o wateh the movements of Hood and retard
hiw advance, but not to risk a geooral engagement antil
the arrival of General A, J. Smith's command from Mis-
#ourd, and uatil General Wisou could get Lis envalry
remotted,

On the 19h General Tood eontinued his sdvanes
General Thomae, retarding him as much as possible,

trating his command and guiniog time for the arrival of
re-sniorcemente,  The enemy coming nup with our
maln foree, commanded by General Behofle'd, at Frank-
li, on the Bih, sesan!ted our works repestedly ddring
the afteruoon wntil late at night, but were in every in-
stance repuised.  Flin loss (n this battle was 1,750 killed,
02 prisaners, and 3800 wounded.  Awmong his losses
were slx genoral officers killed six wounded, snd one
eaptured. Our eotize loss wae 500 Thos was the first
reflous ukpo-tluun the enemy met with, and | s satis
fied was thie fatal Wow to all his expectations. During
the night General sehofield fell Lnek towards Naak
vilie, is lef the Auid 10 the enemy—cot lost by
battle, but voluutarily sbasdoned—so thas General
‘Thomas's whole force might be brought together, The
enetoy fllowed up and commenced the establishment
of his line lo front of Nashville on the 24 of Deconber

An poon ne it was ascortained that Hood was erosslog
the Tennessee rver, aud that Price wes goitg ont ol
Missourd, General Nosecrans wes ordered to send to
General Thomse the troops of Geuersl A, J, Huith's
command and such other truops ns ke coald spare. The
ndvasice of this re-cofurcement reached Nasbtville on the
8Gth of November,

On the morning of the 15th of Decamber, Genera!
Thomas attacked Hood in positiou, and, (o a battle last-
ing two daye, defeated and drove him from the feld
lu the ntmost confumlon, leaving In our hands most of
bin artillery and many thousaud priscuers, includlog
fonr geperal offlcers.

Befure the battle of Nashville I grew very impatient
over, ae it appeared to me, the unnecessary delny. This
impationee was [treasod upon learning that the ene
wy kad sent a foreo of cavalry across the Cumberland
Ito Kentueky 1 feand Hood would eross his whie
arony, and give us greal troublo there Afer urglog
upon General Thomas the pecesslty of immediatoly s
sming the offensive, [ started west, to superiotend
matters there o person.  Meacking Washington Oy, 1
rocelved General Thomas's despateh ansoutelug his st
tack upon the woemy, and the reaut s fur 2+ tho battie
had progressed, | was delighted.  All fears and appre-
brnstons were diapelied. | am pot yet satisfied but that
Geners! Thomas, immedintely upon the sppearssce of
Huod before Nualiville, snd before he had tiie to fortl-
fy, should have moved out with his whole force and
wiven him battie, instest] of walting to remount bis cav-
niry, which delay=d him onti! the inclemency of the
weather made {1t impracticabie to attack carlier than he
diid.  Put bis Soal defeat of Hood was s ot plete that
it will be mocepted ne » vindicaton of that distinguished
offiecr's judgment,

After Hood's defeat at Nashville he retrented, closoly
fnunnnl by cavalry and Infantry, to the Tonnesace river
wing foreod to abandon many pleces of artillery, und
most of his transportation, On the Hih of December
our wivance forcos ascertalaed that he had made guod
his sacape to the south side of the river.

About this time, the rains bat'n; set 1u heavily In
Tennesseo and North Alabama, making 1t difflouit w
move army tranaportation and argillery, General Thomaa
stapped the pursuit by Lis malo foree ot the Teinesiee
river. A small foree of cavalry, nader Colonel W .1
Palmer, iftecnth Peuneylvania volunteess, continued te
fullow Hood for sume distanes, captoring conslderalje
Liausportation and the enomy's poutoon bridee.  The
detnds of these oporations will bo found clearly set
forth in Genoral Thomas's n]xm.

A cavalry expadition, under Hrevet Major General
Grierson, started from Memphis on the 21st of De-
cemaber. On tho 24th he surprised and esplured For-
resU's distuonnted eamp ot Verous, Mississinpt, on the
Motlle aud Ohlo railrond, destroyed the rallroed, elx-
toen oars foaded with wagous sud ponutoous for Hood's
army, 4,000 new Eaglish carbines, and large wmounts of
pubile stores,  Ou the morning of the 2sth Le attacked
und eaptured & force of the lrm}\Ln! Eeypt. and de;
siroyed a traln of fourteon cars ; thenos turning to the
soutiwest, he stroak the Mississippl Contral railrosd st
Winons, J.-llru}'od the fuctories and large amounts of
plores at Hankston, and the machioo shops and pubiie
property st Grenada, viog st Vieksburg, Jauusry &

During these opersflous in Middle Tennessee, the
coemy, with s force under Guueral Brockinridge, enter:
ol East Teunessce.  On the 18th of November be at-
tacked Gieneral tlmrnh pear Mormistown, capiuring hia
artillery aud seversl hundred prieonars. Glilem, with
whst was left of Lis command, retreated to Kooxville
Following up his success, Breekinridge moved to near
Knoxville, but withdrcw on the 18th, followed by Gen.
Ammen, Under the directions of General Thomas,
Gencrsl Btoneraan conoentratod the eowmands of Gea
erals Burbridge and Gillem wear Tleans' ataton, to
operate agalnst Breckinridge, aud destroy or drive fum
into Virginda—destroy the salt-works at Haliviile, and
the rallroad into Virginis ne far as bo could without
endangering bis cominaud.  On the 12th of Dooetnter
his d his enprocing and o ring
the enemy's foroos whorever T mot thews,  Ou the 18th
be struek the earmy, under Vaughn, st Murlon, com-
pletely routing and pursuing him to Wytheville, cap-
turing all hs aruillery, trains, and 195 prisoners | sid
deatroyod Wytheville, with ita stores, supplies, and
the extenslve lead works near there. Returning to
Marion, he met 8 forco under Breckinridge comm
among other troops, of the garrison of Haliville, that
wla in purault, He at once nide arrsngoments (o
attack 1t the vext moruing ; but morning found Breek-
Inridge pone. He then moved directly to Haltvilie, sud
destroyed tho oxtensive salt works sl that place,
amount of stares, sud o olght tlm«- of writllery.
Haviong thus susoessfully executed his fustructiens, be
returned
Glllew to Knoxville,

Wilmaington, North Garolins, wia the most lmportant
Bon-coMt left to the envmy through whioh to got
upEln abrosd, and rotton suid other pro.
ducts out by blockade-runncrs, besides bolng s pluce of
groat strategic value. The uavy had leon makicg streu.
wous exorilons to seal the hurbor of Wilmingten, but
with only ,ru‘.m offect. The mature of the outlet of
Cope Fear river was such that it requimd watehing for
®0 » distunoe, that without posscesion of the

south, nlso sent wn expedition, ria Broad river, to de- 1Y

On the b of Decembor the following inetructions

wern given :
" Crer Porwr, Va,, Decomber 6, 1844,

" GexEraL © The first objeet of the u;u-.uu:E under
Genornd Weltzel is to elwe 1o the wnemy the port of
Wikmington, 1f sucecssful In this, the second will be 1o
eapture. Wilmiigton itself.  There are reasonnhie
grounds to hope for suocess, If ndvantage ean bo taken
of tho absenice of the grester part of the euvmy's forces
now koking after Bhermon jn Georgia. Tue directions
i bave given for the numbers and oquipment of the
expodition mre all right, except in the salmportant mot-
ter of where tiey cinbark and the amount of Intresch-
ing tools 1o be taken.  The ohjeet of the expedition will
e gaied by oFocting a landligon the maln laud be
tweon Onpo Foar river and the Atlantle, noth of the
uirth eniranes Lo the river. Should sucn landing be of
fected whilst the enemy still hobils Fort Faaher a0d the
batierion gunrdivg the enteance to the ever, then the
trvarpa should intronel thensedyes, anad, by co-operating
with the navy effoct the roduction und eapture of thuse

iaces. ‘Theno In our heuds, the navy eould enier the

arbor, and the port of Wilmington would be maled.
Hiould Fort Fishor and the point of lnnd on which it 1
Luilt full into the hande of vor troops immediately on
landing, then it will be worth the attemapt to eapttirs

constimed in ganing the first object of the expodition,
the second wiil become n matter of after conslderailon,
#The detalls for execntion are intrusied to vou sud
the offfecr immediately in comumand of the troops,

* Khould the troops under General Weltzol tall to ef-
foot & Inndlug st or pear Fort Fisher, they will be re-
tarned to the armies operating agnloet Bichmond with-

out delay,
W11 A, GRANT, Lientenant Genernl

U Mapor Qeneral B F. Brroel®

Guneral Povler comma ding the nrmy from whiol the
troops wern taken for this en risey and the torritory
within whieh they were to oporate, nn]luar} conrtesy r
l‘:ﬂ.rﬂ that all orders and instroctions should go
through him, Thry were w0 sent |, but Genernl Weltzel
has sines officlally Joformed mo that he tever roceived
the rnrruun-f fustructions, nor was he awure of thelr
exlstenen untll he read vienernl Butler's pubilished offf.
e:al report of the Fort Fisher Gullure, with my endorse
ment and papers aceompunyl.og it
weneral Bullers aocowpanyiing the expedit on until the
evening before 1t got off feom Bermuda Hundreds, and

Wiliolugton by a forced mareh and surprise. 11 time bs!

1 hnd no idea of

intended as cooperative with Shormon's through the
Btates of Bouth and North Osroline.  The first point o
! be sttained o to secure Wilnligton, Golblaboro’ will
'then be your ohjective point, moslig either frum Wil-
! mivgton or Newberu, or y s yon deom  best,
| Ebould you not be g‘[' 1o reach Goldabore, you will
| Mdvnice on the line or lines of railway connecting that
place with the ses. coast—nas nearto it as you ean, bulldi g
T road hebifnd you. The enterprise under y o hiss two
objeetn: the firel 1n to give Goeneral Bhernan Lterial
! widy it ended, in bis march nortt ; tho second Gy ojen &,
bies of supplies fur him on lils Hne of 1 el Awsoim, )
therafare, as yon owns determing which of the fwo palote, |
1 Wilmington or Newhera, you tan bewt e fur thiowing
j“'-‘I’if""' frone the intertor, you will compenee She aron
mulation of twonty days’ rattons and ey 10 000 |
| men and 20,000 admals,” You will wel of tizese ds miiny i |
you ean honse and protect to wuch polnt n toe | Thor |
as you may ba able 1o oecopy. 1 bellmn Uene~al Paaier |
liad resolved some lustructions direes froos Geooerad|
Sherman oo the subject of securing susplics forl
lis army. Yon esn learn whoi steps Lo haw
taken, moid be governed in your roguls dons cordingls.
A ﬂ‘;rl'-'!f of urdnanes stores will nleo he necisaary.

* Mk all requisitions upon the ohicfs of l.hn.-IIr Tede

‘olit,

}m'l-vr departmects in the deld with me at Ot
Jommunicate with me by every oppurtunity, snd shouil
ol deem (L necessary at any time, sond a spocial boat to
Fortrese Monrue, from which print you can communi
cate by telegruph, |
Tl supplics referred to n these instruntions are ex- |
clusive of those required for yunr owin eommand,
“*The movements s tho enciuy may justliy, o 8%
make it your lmpernilve duty, L out logse trotg your |
base und strike for the lnterior to ald Bhorman, In sach |
cnse you wll net oo your own Judgment, withoat walt g
for Instructions, You will repaont, however, whnt you |
purposs doing. The detalls for curry #¢ out these in

o | structions are gocemsnrily loft to you, I would u.r,.-'l',]

however, if 1 did sot Kiow that you are alraady fuly
alive to the Importance of if, promjt actlon, Blerman
may be looked for fu the nidgiiourkosd of Goldeboro'
any time from the 22 to the 28tk of February | this
lmits your time very materinlly.

“ I rolllng stock o oot geenred in the eantore of Wil-
mington, 1t onn be supplied from Washington A inrge
forec of railroad men gmv‘- already bean sent to Besu-
fort, and other mockanies witl go to Fort Fisher in a day

fell back towards Nushville for the purpose of concon- |

ners! Burbridge to Lexinglon, and Geaeral | 1

ortwo, On thia polut I have informed you by teie-

graph, .
WIT B GRANT, Licutenant-Genersl,
W Major-General J. M. Ecuorigip,”

Provious to giving theeo lniructions I had slsited Fort
Fisher, socompanied by Geoern! Bohotlold, for the pur-
poso of seclng for myself the eondition of thilnes, and

ronally eoaferring with Geperal Terry and Admtral
"orter aa o what was beat 10 b done,

Anticipating the arrival of General Bherman at S
vannah-—h & army entleely foot-loose, Hood boing then
before Nualville, Tennessoe, the southern raliroads de-
stroved, so that it would take several moutha to re-
eatnbiiah n throogh line from west (o enst, and regard-
Ing the espture of Tot's army #s the most lmportant
operation towards elosing the robellion—1 scat orders |
1o Goneral Sherman, on the Gih of Deceraber, that aiter |
eetabllaling a base on the sea.const, with uecesary gar-
runon to inelude sll e artillery and eavalry, 10 comie by
water to City Point with the balance of hie cotamand,

On the 1ath of December, huving reeeived lnformation
of the defeat and utter route of Hood's army by Gen.
eral Thomaa, and that, owing to the great ditBenity of
proeuring ocean traasportation, it would take ovor two
nonths 1o transport Sherma’s arwy, snd doubting
whether hie might not eouteibute ne miuch tovards the
deolred result by opersting from whors he wis, [ wrote
o hism to that elfect, and asked him for his views aa to |
what would be best todo, A fuw days after this [ re
eelved n communiestion from General sherman, of date
10th December, sekiowledsing the reelpt of wy order
of the 8th, and Informing nie of his preparations to carry
it into effect as soon as he could get transpartation
Also that he had expeeted, upon reducing Havanuah, |
instantly 1o march to Columhia, South Caroliia, thence
to Raliegh, and thence to reporl tome ;, but this would
consume about six weeks' time nfter the fall of Savas. |
nah, whereas by ses he conld probably reseh e by the |
widdle of Janusry, The confidence he maoifested 1u:
tiils letter of beimg atle to maroh up aud jon ne Pleased
me, and, without walt ng for 4 repiy to my letter of the
lnif:. 1 divected him, on the 29k of Deccinher, 1o make
;lrrparlll.rmn Lo start ns Lo E:upou-d. withous dull;‘.tn
brenk up the radirosds in North and South Caroling, |
and juln ll:;.- artales operating aginst Richraond as sooi |
as he oould,

On the 21st of January I informed General Sherman
thut [ had ordered the 234 corps, Major General -
flold comamand ng, east ; that 1t nmmbered about 21,000
men ; that we had st Yort Fisher about 8,000 mea; at
Nowhern about 4,000 ; that if Whimington was eaptired,
General Bohotield would go there
went to Newbern | that, In either evout, ail the surpius
force st bath points would move to the luterior towards
Goldabore', in eo-orporntion with his movement ; that
e
ont 5 and that all these troops would be subject 1o his
erders as be catne 1uto communiention with them,

Tn obediencs to ks instructions, Genersl Schnfleld
procesded to reduce Wiimington, North Carolina,
eo-operstion with the mri‘ undor Admizul P'orter, mov.
ing his forces up both sldes of the Cape Fear river.
Fort Anderson, the enotuy's main defotce on the west
bank of the river, was occupled on the moroing of the
10th, the enemy having evacusted it after odr appear-
anee before it,

After fighting on the 20th wid 21st, our troops entered
Wilmington on the morning of the 23, the enemy hav-l
ing retrested townrds Goldsboro’, durlng the night.
]w.-,;mnum wepe at onee mnade for a movement on |
Goldaliory’ in two ol one from Wilminugton, and |
the other from Newbern—and to ropair the railroad
teading thore from each place, ns well as to suppiy Gon.
eral Sherman by Cape Foar river, toward Fayettovilly,
If it became nocessary. ‘The colwmn from Newbern
was attacked on tne 31.;: of March st Wise's Forks, and
deiven back with the loss of soveral hundred prisoners,
On the 11th the envmy renewed bis attack npon our b
trenehiod position, but waa repiilsed with sevie loss, and
feil baek during the night. On the 14tk the Neuse river

then did oot dresin but that General Weitzel hnd pe.
cetved all the Instructions, acd would te b command.
1 rather formed the ldon that Geoeral Puitier wis actua-
ted by A desire 1o witioss the effict of (e explosion of
the powder-bost, The cxped ton was detalned severnl
daye st Hampton Roads, awaiting the lowling of the
powder-boat,
The inuparinncs of getting the Wilmington expedition
off withiout noy delay, w th or without the powder-boat,
bivd beens urged upon General Butler, and he advised to
#a potify Admim! Porter.

The cxpedition finally got off on the 15th of Decomber,
and arrived at tho plice of rendeavous, off New Inlet,
near Fort Flsher, on the eveudng of the i5th.  Admiml
Porter arrived en the evening of the 1ath, having put in
st Beanfort to get ammunttion for the monltors, The
sea hecomiing rough, moking it difieuit to lund
troops, and the supple of water and eosl being alout
exhausted, the trneport flevt pu° back to Bennfort to
roplenish | this, with the state of the weather, delnsed
the return to the pisce of reodezvons untll the St~
The powdor-Lont was expioded on the morning of the
4th, before the return of General Hatler from Beaofort ;
Lt (8 wonld seem from the notiee taken of it La soathern
nanpu{s--ra that the enciny wers novee eol ghtened
ta the ohjeet of (he explosion untll they were luforiaed
by the northern press,

On the 25th & landing wae offected without opposition,
and & reconnoissance, under Brevet Brizadier General
Curtis, pushied up townrds the fort,  But before rocelv
ng s l'ull report of the result of this reconno's=ance
Givooral Putler, in direst violation of the instructlons
glven, ordersd the re-crnbarkalion of the troops sud the
roturn of the expedition. :
The e rtubarkation was accomplished by the morning
of the Z7th

On the retarn of the expedition, ofieors and men—
among themn Brevet Major Gienernl (then Hrevet !lrt?l-
dter Usneral) M. K. Curtts, First Lieutenaut . W.
Ross. —— regiment Vorwont volunteers, First Lisatsn
ani George W. Walllng and sesond Lisstenant George
Simpeon, 1424 New York volunteors—voluntarily re-
poried to me that when reealicd they were aearly Lido
the fort, and, tn thete opinion, it coikd have been taken
without much loes

Roon after the return of the sxpedition, T received a
doapateh from tho Becretary of the Navy, snd s lotter
from Adwiral Porter, informing me th s fleot wae
sttll off Fort Fiehier, and exprossing the convletion that,
ander & proper leader, the place could be taken The
natural supposibion with we was that, when the (roojs
abandoned the expedition, the navy wonld do so also,
Finding 1t ksd not, however, | answery 4 an the J0th of
December, advising Admiral Vorter to huid on, and
that I would send a furce i rake another attempt 0
take the pince, This time | scieetod Hrvvet Major Gen
eral (now Makor Generni) A, W, Terry to eomuand the
espedition. The troops composing it (ol d of the
saine that conposed the furmer, with the
rranil brlgade, unmbering ahout 1,600, and a s
tealn. The latter it wus pover found necossury to
1 comunicated direct to the cosinaudes of theeps
tion the following tumtruetloue

Crrr Paixr, Vi, January 3, 1865,

“GeneniL: The expeditlon eitrusied o your com.
mand hss beon Bited oul to renew the stiemnpt Lo e
ture Fort Fisber, N, O, and Wilmlngton altimately, 1
the fort falle.  You will, then, procesd with as litle 4o
lay an poscdble to the naval flect Iylng off Cape Fear
river, and report the arrival of yourself snd command
1o Adm ral 1. D Porter, commanding North Atlantio
blockading squadeon,

Wit e vxcesdingly doairatde that the inoet complote
nunde uding sheuld cxlst betwoen yoursell and the
naval eomtonoder. 1 suggest. therefore, that you cou-
pult with Admiral Porter freely nnid geot from bim the
part to be performed by esel braneh of the public ser.
viee, so that there mny be uiity of actlon. 1t would be
well 1o have the who'e progratanie lnlhl down in writing.
1 have served with Admiral Fortor, and know that yoa
cani rely on Ms judgument wnd s nerve to undertake | was crossed and Kiostou o~cupled, and on the Zlst
whit he proposes, | would, therefore, defer 1o bim ns | Goldsboro' was entered. The colunn from Wilming.
much e \o consiatent with your oot Teaponsibilities. | ton reaebied Cox's bridge, on the Neuse river, ten wiles
The frst obkct to be attalned s Lo get o o position on | sbove Goldaburo!, ou the 224,
the epit of land on which Fort ¥oner s bullt, from | Dy the ist of February Genersl Shorman's whole
whish yeu can operito i e ant fort. Yeou want to | army wis in_niotion from Savanoah Lo captn red Co-
look to the practicability of receiviue your suppilos, and | lumbis, Hauth Garolina, on the 15th ; thenee moved on
to .l.‘f.-mln.r yoursslf agninst superior forves seat| Goldsbero, North Carolina, wis Fn{euv\'iun‘ reaching
suinst vou by wny of the avenuee icil upen 1o the en- | the iatter place on the 12th of March, orening up com. |
emy. 1 wual a position ewi be olinined, the shoge of | munlcation with Genoral Scbofleld by way of Cape Fear |
Fort Pisbor will not be abandoued ustil ite redueiton is | river. On the 16th be resumed his Mareh on Goldabord,
m-mﬂ shed, or another plau of catupaign s ondered | He met o foree of the enciny st Aviry whore', and after
frown thiese beadguartemm, | o nevers fight defested and compelled it to roetrest, Our

“ My own views are that, if you effeot @ lnnding, the | losa lu the eugagement wis about G, The enemy's lods
navy euight Lo run & purtion of thew teet 1ito Uspo Fear | waa much greater, Ou the 1sth the combinad foroes of |
river, while the balagce of it operates on the outsde. | the  enemy, under Jow Julinaton, sttucked  his)
I.-uuf forces runnit invest Fort .f-'...m-r. o cut it off from | advance sl Bentoovile, eaptu ring three puns and
suppilcs o re-enfurcomonts, while the river s in josses. | driving it back upon the maln body, Genersl Slocum,
wion of the snemy. who was o the advance, sscertaining that the whole of

i A miege tealn will be Toaded on veasels and weat o] Johnston's army was in the front, arrangod his troops un
Fort Mouroe, In roadiness to b sent to you b required, | the defens ve, Litrenchied himsclf, and walted reenforee.
All uther supplies can be drawn from Beaufort ss you | ments, which were pushed forward. On the night of
need thom this 21st the u-ncmf retrented to Bmithfleld, leaving his

4 Keap tho fleet of vesssle with you untll vour position | desd and wounded in oor hands, From there Fuerman
tn ssaurcd, When you ind they esa be apared, onder | rontinued W Goldsbore’, which piace had been ocenpled
thom back, or suchof them sa you cxn spare, W Fort 1
Monroe, to report for urders,

w In ease of fallure to effeet o landlo g, Yring your com-
wand huck to Beaufort, and report (o these headignariers
for further inatructions.  You will not debark at Heag.
fort until so directed.

S Genersl Sheridan has been ort'.f}rd to aend a division
of truopm to Haltimore, and jloce thhgn on sengalng vea.
seln. These troops will be trought o Fort Monree and
kept there on the vessels unill yon are heand from,
Hhould you require them they will be sent to you,

Wil R OKANT, Lisuteunnt Genoral,
“ Brevet Major General A, I Trvay?
Livatroant Colopel . B Cotostock, abdade.camp,
(now brevet brigndier general ) who mecompanied the
foruwer vepedition, Wa= assigned fu orders as obilef en-
glteer to thin

It will be soeq that thess :Iu‘.—urtmm i) not differ
uiasterislly from those given for the fimt expedition
and that in neither instauce was there an order to
asrult Fort Flaber, Thim was o psiter Lol entisely Lo
the discretion of the eommunding alllcer.

The napedition salled troi Fort Mooroee o the morn.
Ing of the 6th, srriving ou the rendecyoos, off Desutort,
on the Mth, where, owing to tbe diffioultios of the
wuather, It lay until the wornlug ol the 12th, when it

t nnder way sud rowched ita de<toation that evening.
inder cover of the fleet the disembarkation of fhe
lrml:cwmmauwl on the moerning of the 1h, aud by
socloek p, m. was compldted without loss, Ou the

ha i wis pralied Lo withiu fve huodred
yurds of Fort Fishor, and a small wlvance work laken
possesaion of and turned into a dofonsive Hoe agnlnsty
any attempt that might be mads frowm the fort. This
recounolsannce disclosed the fuct that the front of the
work had beon seriously iujured by the wavy fire, In
the afternoon of the 16th the fort was aessul'ed, and
aftor wos! desperate fighting wus captored with (4 en-
tire garrison and armament. “Thus was socured, by the
combined etforta of the navy and army, ous of thi most
important sucoessea of the war  Our loss was—killed,

by General Schodeld on the 2lst, (crossing the Nense
river ten mbles wbove thers, at Cox's Bridge, where Gen
oral Terry had got posecssion aud thrown a pontoon
bridge, on the 20 )thus forming a jonetlon with the
colutans from-Newborn and Wilmington.

Amane the imporiant frults of this campnaign wes the
fall of l:ﬁ:wlninu. Bouth Caroling. It wans ovacusted by
the enemy on the night of the 17th of February, and
ocenpled by otir forces on the 18th,

On the mornlug of the dlst of .hnm:r Gieneral Thomas

Btoneman fron Kast Teunesseo, o peneteate South
Carolina weil down towards Columabia, io destiny the
ralironds sud milltury resowrees of the country, and re.
turn, if lie was ahle, to East Tennvsses, by way of Sulis
bury, North Carvlios, releasing our prisoners thare, i
posaibie.  Of tho feasibiity of this lutter, however, Gen-
oral Stoneman woa to judge, Sherman's moverieots, 1
bl no doubt, would atiranel the stiention of all the foree
the ensmy could collect, und Ciltitate the oxecution of
ihie, Gepern] Bloneman was 0 lato in wakiog bis start
on this expedition, (and Sherman baving passed out of
the State of Bouth Carolina,) on the £7th of Februnry |
directed Goneral inna 1o ohsnge his course, snd or-
dered Libin to repeat bis rudd of lust fall, destroyiog the
rilroml towards Lyuchburgh as far as be could. This
would keop hit bt ween our garrison. in Kast Tounesses
and the enemy. 1 regarded ft not bmposeible that in
ovont of the enemy teing driven from Richmond ho
might full buck to Lynchburg and sticropt w ratd porth
through Tenneasce. On tho Hth of February the
folluwing communlestion wias senl o Geoersl Thomas :
ey Poasr, Va,, Fel, 14, 1865

bay agninst Moblle and the fnterior of Alabama, His
f‘m;chwﬂt muldi a{r;bour. nlqm nho:t. A
inith's comman: 0 oA ve sopt to Cuab
will be debarked at Vicksburg, ,g;. with t nnl‘-nbiz
oavalry already In that section, will move from t
sasiward, in on, Hood's arny bas beon terrl.
hiy reduced by severe punishment you gave It in
Teonesses, 0. consequent o r defeat,

Wl
of New Inlet, or Fort Flaker, [t was | 1l
the navy to eutirely closs the harbor sgalnat the ontrancs
ade-runner.
To secdre the possession of this land required the eo-
operation Gflllndl'brbo.u:lalrh 1 ngreed wnﬁun
s , N 2 .

1 ¥ ! P
roads, under Admiral D. D. Porter, of (he most formi-
dable uraadn ever collected for conosntration upon one
Evu goint. This necessarily attractod Lho attention of
th

® mmﬁ];.rpml [0 u;;luof IMHIlan nn:inl:’; and
rou m| enon ] C press, Ve

?r offioers of both |mhuwot m?vh-n. the nu:{
ohjedt of the expedition beenmne & subj ot of common
di fon In the newspapers both north end south. The
enemy, thus warned, preparod to meet it. T1is cauned
& postponement of the expedition until the Iatter part
ﬁumw. when, boing aguin ealled upon by Hon, (b
of the Navy, I agreed to
and went myself, in
e Hampton roads,
Admiral Porter ws to

of 6,500 men was
starting was pot definitely arranged,
all would be ready by the Gl of December,

Learning on the 30th November that
to Georgla, taking with him roost of the forees
sbout Wilmmgton, I It of the utmowt Jmpor-
tance that the expedition ahould reach ita deetination

Lut it was th L
if not

tH

however, ndi Hoods
Ry sy s o o o o
moud snd enst of ihe Missiseippl river, BOrAW

aid o8 | before the relura

of Brogg, sad dirscted Goneral Butler

inh, | Cape Fuear river,

had | command and a division of cavalry to re

10, fed, $30. On the 16th wod 17th the onemy
abandoned and blow up Fort Caswell und the works on
Huilth's Island, which were tuunadiately ocoupled by
ue. This gnve us eatire contrl of the mouth of the

withdrawal of many

robel Congress aald o fow
. that one-half of 1t had been
arotlna to oppose Shorman.) This

true, or even If It Ia not true, Canby's movement
w;il.l. attrnct all the attentiou of the m.}ny. sod Iu:;“lho
from your stand-poiut eusy. think 1t -
ble, therefore, that you pr ‘
force ss you can spare, snd hold it in readiness to g
south. The abjeot would be three fold : first, to attrmot
as much of the enewy's force an prssdblo to insure sue-

cosn b0 Canby ; nnoml[ to destroy the enemy's line of
ommunieations and mil tary um,n-u; t

¥ l“hum Mujor Goneral B. ¥, Butler wus o
lieved, nnd :rr Genernl K O O, Ond asaigned
tha command of the departmont of Virginla North
Carolinn
The defence of the line of the T no longer
roquiring the force which had beatsn and nearly de-
wroyed the only wemy threatening it I determined to
tind other fieds of operstion for General Thomaa's sur-
pius troopa—tields from which they would ev-opernte
with other moverments. Geasral Thomas was hare-
fore direoted Lo collect al' troops, not tial to hold
his cmumanieations st Eastport, (o readliess for orders,
Un the Ttk of Juouary, teneral Thomas was direoted,
if ho was sesured of the departure of Hood south from
Corinth, 1o send General Behoflold with his gorps st
with as little delay as ible. This dircction was
prowptly fgu.mhod with, aud the advauce of the e
reached Waahington on the Zul of the ssme wmonth,
whenoo it was sont 1o Fort Faber and Newbern, On
the 26th be wan directed Lo send General A J, Smith's
1o Geoersl
furee was en

hird, to destroy
or copture thelr forces brought fnto (be feld. Tusca.
loosa und Belins would protably be the points to direct
the tion against. This, bowever, would uot be so
tmportant aa the mers fact of penctruting deop {nto Ala-
batna, Discrotion should be left to the ofticer comimand.
ing the expedition to go where, acconding W the lufor-
mation ho may recelve, ho will best socure the objects
N ow that your fores has beuts s sutiod depleted

#“ Now that yonr foree has N e , Tdo
not know whet anmber of men you can put into the
fleld.  If not morw than 8,000 non, however, all cavalry,

Csnby. By the 7th of February the who
route for fis destination, 1 think tt will be suffieient. 1t s not desirable that you
Vieks.

| 11 pleces of urt!

| ing the arrival of Lia traine.

| ¢4 it on our 8 pros:h,
m elther polit milrosd communieation could be rus |
lnroymg it ne Tur ue

{n | Ing with the columin at

| eavaley exped

wias dirveted to send a cavalry expedition under General | P8

# Genaral Canby ls preparing o movensent from Moblle | agal

here | Bouth Side snd Daoville rallronds. Two

na muoh of  cavalry | |

4o not know when 1t wiit start, but will inform
talugraph e soon as I learn. If you ahould hear
ather i-;-mr:. kri'n‘fnhdum me, you carl wet
the Informatien reccived. :

To ineure sueeess, vour cavalry abonld go with as
Hitie wangon trala ne pinible, mln‘ upon the coun=
try for sapplics, [ wouid also uce the bumber
gnna to a battery, 0F the nam'er of batteries, and pat
the oxtrn teams to the gune taken,  No gaus or calssons
-hu-i‘.-a ba takon with ‘r:“t tlhsn elght M:r“-;im o

U Please inform e ele] , o of this,
what forco you thiuk yﬁu w&{‘ E: shle 10 send onder

these direetions,
™ i [\'.' =, fiuﬂ,“l.lnlbmn: Gunerals
“ Major Genoral G, 1, Trouas,
O the 15tk hie was d reeted 1o start the expedition &
#onii after the ith as he contd got it off.
1 dociaed 1t of the uticost iniportance, before s gener-
Al niotement of the armies operating agal -
mond, tiat all comeunications wh the city, north of
Jaines river, shodld be eut off. The enomy having with-
drnwn the buik of his foree from the Bheasndoah vad
ey and sent It sonth, or replaced ¢ sent from Rich-
mond, wud desiring to reonfores rinan, If mﬂ-
inferor b numw to

enble, whose eavoley wia great
that of the onemy, | determined to make a ma“g.ﬂ'ﬂ
shenandesh ful, wouald ac sl

the Sh , whieh, f y
the ret at lonst, s possitily the latier of these ob,
1 thevefore telegranhe | Geoera! Bher dan an follews ©
%y Poase, Va. Fel 2, 18h—1p m.
U GENERAL ¢ As wr e It Is possible 1o travel T think
yorn will have vo d Meulty sbott reach ng l.yncbbux
with a eavulry fores alone, From there you could
giroy the ralicoad and einal in every direction, w0 as 0
be of no further uee to tio rebelllon,  Bufficlent ea
should be lefi behlud 1o look after Mosly's gang.
Lyuehburg, If luforinst on yon mi%:ﬂ-'au thern
justify it, you con'd wtrike south. heading the streame
i Vorginis 1o the westword of Danville, and
and ol Genernl Sher pan, This additionsl ra IE
oue now about starting froin Ea-t Tennersee under Btone-
paan, numbering four o dve thausand eavalry, one from
Viekshurg, numberiog seven or eighg nd cavalry,
ono from Kast ort, Miasleslpp', ten thonsand eanalry,
Canby trom Maobile bay with about thirty = ght thiusand
raixed troops, these thres latter pushing for I
Belms, undSlnmlgum-.—ry, aoid Bherman with a large
eating out the vt of South Usraling, s ali that will be
wanted to leave noth g £or the rebeilion to stand upon,
I would advise you to uverrome great les 10 se-
eomplish this, Cuarieston was evacusted on

U, 8. GRANT, Licutenant General

Major Genaral P. 1l Seenipan,

O the 25th 1 received n dispaich from General Bbers
Idan. lnqu'ring wicre Bhermnn wns  aiming for,
and if Leon'd glve him definte information .l; the
!mintn he mlgnt be expeeted to move on this side of
‘umrlotte, Norih Carclins,  In soswer the following
telograun wis sont (hhn :l‘n Ve

vy Poawr, Va., February 1865.
“Gryenas: Shormai's movements will df:'-ul on
the amonnt of oppo.ition be mevis with from the A
If strongly oppossd, he may joeably have 1o fall
to Georgeiown, M, C., and out & new start

thiuk, howsver, sll uanyer for the neeessity of ™
that poiut has possed. 1 belave h-huyuudtmﬁ
He may take Fagettevile on bla way 1o Goldsbore’,

ou reneh Ly elburg. you w.li have 1o be guided in

)ullrlftrr n{u-'l-mﬁnh by the information fmu obislo.

i‘l-f‘m you could possibly reach Bherman,

woud fAnd him moving from Goldebare

Ralelg, or ma'pum.: the enemy strongly

olr lh"llh';&af lhzﬁ._ni.m ", "‘V"'llﬁl H

thotis upen rom artay to or Newbern,
o - 1.'.&URANT,ﬁ:nt.-M -

“ Major -General P, H 3senipan”

opal Bueridat moved from W nchester on the Ty
srnary, with two divisions of cavalry numbering

Abe 5,000 each. U the lst of March he secured the

broudgo, wiloh the enemy attempted to destroy

the w didle fork of the £ heasnaoat, st Mousit Crawford,

end eptered Stognton  w the 2d, the enemy having

retpeated on Wayneelore', Thenes he on o

| Wayiesboro’, whore he found the coemy In foree in am

intrenehed postiou, under UGe eral Early. Withoot
-lom..n;‘;’l-p ke a recon o‘.mm'a'nn iymﬂm attackc
waa ruade, the posithon was earmied, an

lery, with horsos and MM
200 wagons and Losioe k“?ld ;.th;rn'anﬂnud ]
buttle ags, were captured. The RO r
enrunt olg 1,600 men.l woro sent back h"hmhﬂa'ﬁ
Theuce he marehod on Charlottesville, effoca
tunlly the milroad ad bridues se he went, Whie r
b reached o the 54, Here be remalied two a
destrusing  the  rallrad toward  Richmond
Lynehibury, foeluding the large wron bridges over the
north and south forks of tho“:':nnl river, and awaite

negesaary delay eaves

i to abandon the idea of eapturing Lynchfurg. Om
the moruiog of the Sth, dividing his into two eole
prans, he sent one to Seotteville, whenece it up
e datnes Hiver canal o Now Market, destroying overyl
loek, and inmany piaces the bankof the canal. Froms

it not, he would be | here o force was pﬂlhlhi out irom this enlumn to Dule

e dsnille, to wbtalu posseseion of

James river ot that place, but falied, The enemy burne
The ¢nemy also burned the
Lridie neroes the river st Hardwickeville, ‘The otheo

aved down the ralroad toward Lynehburg, deq
Siroyion e e teart Hous: dbiaset

:

mwilcs from Lyuchburg; tience across the eountry
Lofumin 4 Now Market. The um‘b.::
very high, Lis pontouns woubl wot reach acroes it
tho euemy having dostroyed the bridges b which ba
bad hoped to eross the dver snd get on the South
rall about Farmviile, and destroy it to A
Court House, the ouly ﬂli% for him was
to Winchester or strike at the White Houses
Fortunately he chose the latter. From New Market ha
took up bis line of inarch, following the arda
Richmond, destroying every lock upon it and eutting®
the banke wherever practicable, to a point
eust of Goochisnd, concentrting the whole foree
Colurabia on the 10th. Here he rested one
sont through Ly scouts information of his whel
aned purposes, and 4 request for suppiies to mest biog
at White Hotse, which reachied me on the night of the
1ith,  Aninfuntry forse was immediately sent 0 geb
aston of White House, nud supplies were forward-
od, Moving from Columbla lna direction to
Rickmond 1o near Ashland Station, he erossed tha
Annas, und after having destroyed all the bridges and
many mlies of the rail eeded down the nortm
bank of the Pamunkey to White Ilouse, which place be
reached on the 10th, :
Previous to thia the following commaunication wWas
sent to General Thomas @
wlyry Poist, Vi, Mareh 7,1865—0.30 A m. ©
wGesEnaL - [ thiunk 1t will be advisable now for yoa
to repale the rallrond In East Tennessee, and throw m,
good foree up to Bull's Gap aud fortify there, B
at Kmxv'l fle ruulrtrnlway; be yot forward urn‘m
With Buli's Gap fortified, you can oceupy as
about all of l".ulp Tennessce, and be rosd, if 1 shoudl
b required of yon 1n the et‘rin , 1o inake a cal
towards Lynchiorg, or {oto Nosh Carolina 1 do nul
think Btonemsn should bresk the road until he geta inta,
\'im‘n::u, uulru it .hwld.r 0 be 1o cut off rolling stoek that
may be ca t wost of that,
: - 10, 8, Graxr, Licutenant-General.
“ Mator-Oeneral G, H. Toomss " .
Thina it will be ssen that in March, 1865, General Oane
wis moviog an adequats furce agaiost Mebile and
the army defending it, under General Dick
Thomas was pusting vut two langs and well-ap
ﬂl'ﬂlr—oﬂl' from M ddle Tennessso
Brevet Major-Gicoeral Wilon sgainst the epemy's vital
ints in Alabama, the other from East Tﬁgnm ander
c.qjor-l}emr-l Stonsmnn towards L ury ~Akd ase
sombling the remabader of his svaliabie forces,
tary to offensive operatisns from East Tenosesse ; Gens
oral Sheridan’s eavalry waeat White House ; the armies
of the Potouae and James were confrouting the enemy
wuder Loe in his difences of Richmond snd Peterse
qu:; General Sherman with hls armies, re-enforeed
by that of Generai Bchofield, was at Goldsbore' ; Gene
eral Pope was making pre arations for a spring eame
p g e
oone

i

|

Ign aguinst the enemy under Kirby Bmith
weat of the Misalsalpp! | and General Haneoek was
contrutiug # foroe fn the vicinity of Winchester, Vire
giuin, to guard aga‘nst luveson or 1o operate of velyy
a8 might prove nccunra'
Aftor the long mareh by General Bheridan's

over winter ro , It waa pecessary 1o rest and refit
White llouse, At this time the source of une
earineis 10 me was r eneiny would ieave
his strong lines about Petersburg and Richmond for the

urpose of uniting with Johnston, before he was driveny

mn&m b’it‘ o '}.n:?l hm“l’l:""m‘ﬂ mkom-
e pursul n the
dan woved from White House, erossed the James
at Jones's landing, and forued o junetion with the
of the Potomag i front of Petersburg on the
ing this move, General Ord sent forces 0
crowaings of the Chickabominy,

On the 3th of Maruh the followlug Instruetions for
gem-;nl movement of the armire operating againet
won 3

" Crex Porwr, Ya., March 34,
NT, ¥a, 1808,
“Grxrral : On the 29th fnstant the armies
nat Richmond will bo moved by oor lef! for the dou!

ouk of

&l.ml around ?-taﬂu o X
on under ridan, w

the u';]u',llm. In its efforis to reach snd

-_—

purpose of turning the

th
11Ty

army of the Potomac will bo moved at first
umana, taking the two roads erossing Hatcher's
eat where the present line held by us strikes
both moving towards Dinwiddie Court H
» The cavalry under General Sh
division now under General Davies, wi
same thue by the Weldon road and the Ji
modu &uﬂln:n:m limm“thhl latter before

ollowny, wesl with the whole eoluwm
Biony ereck. General v

hi'r
et g

5

wlry from the middle miii division not
for guarding property M‘:?glng o their
wrviee will repurt to Brigadier General
to be added 1o the defences of Oty Paiut,
General Parke will be left fu command of all the armp
left for holding the lies about Petersburg and City
Polnt, subject, of conrse, to orders flom the commander®
of the army al‘ the I'otomac. The ¥h army wilk
be left lntact to hold the present lne orm"“:
od i 3'33
withe

&

ke
o whole Ile no L held,
:s:-l,thu troops to ;:mn of w‘;“;ﬁ corpa lrl;'

drawn, then the loft of th throw
a4 10 ocey lhe' ;:hu.hd e Rhas
eapture

Yy the army rlu W
the ldon road. roops
the ll.h‘ I wm’ bomll:ald in t!ill;l;‘ hl“l&‘ﬁ
shortea oo

hm.l.h-enhrf:w el b A

The Htate of North Carolivs was constituted futo a | should start thia expedition until the ono lewvi
wlitery departunent, qf Gogoral BchodoWd seelgued b0 | burg Les been three or four days out, or .vmnn’m. 1

Ganeral Ord Wil drtach three divialows, two whlN®
oo bluieonth Fage Ay



